Insecticide seed treatments were compared to Counter for control of chinch bug in a producer's field in Newkirk, OK. Soil type was a Kirkland silt loam. The experiment was conducted on 4-row plots (centered on 40 inches) measuring 6 × 20 ft. Treatments were replicated four times in a RCB design. On 19 Jun, plots were laid out and seed planted. Plant stand counts were taken on 29 Jun and 14 Jul. Post treatment evaluations were made by counting the number of chinch bugs on five plants per plot on 29 Jun, 14 Jul and 6 Aug. Insect count data were transformed using Log 10 (n+1). All data was analyzed using ANOVA with individual means separated using Fisher's Protected LSD (P < 0.1). Untransformed means are presented in the table.
Chinch bug populations built up during the summer, and caused some visible damage to sorghum plants. There were detectible differences in chinch bug numbers on 29 Jun and 9 Aug counts. Only adult chinch bugs were present on the 29 Jun counts. The Poncho seed treatment reduced chinch bug numbers more than any other treatment in the August 6 counts, while Cruiser and Gaucho significantly reduced chinch bug numbers compared to the untreated and Counter-treated plots. Plots were infested with sorghum midge, so yields were not taken. We concluded that seed treatments provide protection from chinch bugs in sorghum after they migrate into the field. Means in a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to Fisher's Protected LSD (P > 0.10).
